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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Melter and Refiner’s Department, 
May 16, 1879 


Sir 


Your communication of 15th Inst., unveiling a new cause of hardening & blistering 
silver, in the occasional presence of selenium in sulphuric acid, has my most hearty thanks & the 
thanks of thousands of refiners are due to Mr. De Bray for his discovery. I think you will agree 
with me, that under the present pressure for coin, I had better postpone working with the balance 
of the N.Y. Silver, containing selenium, until towards the close of the month, because it will 
require extra time to toughen that silver, over & above the mere act of making the coin-alloy. I 
may say in advance, that, knowing the cause, we can the more readily find the remedy. 


Very respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


